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Gaston Bachelard’s theory of the poetics of space, with its emphasis on lived,
mental, and imaginative experience, provides a framework for uncovering
hidden layers of meaning in literary texts and highlights the active role of
imagination in the perception of place. This theory conceives space not merely
as a container for events, but as an active element in shaping human existential
experience and the individual lifeworld. Adopting a phenomenological approach,
the present study examines the representation of “shelter space” and its
relationship to the experience of freedom in Nawal El Saadawi’s novel Zeina.
The central research question explores how Bachelard’s key spatial concepts—
nest, shell, miniature, and circularity—are represented in the novel and how they
enable the characters to experience mental and imaginative forms of freedom.
The study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on a phenomenological
reading of selected textual passages, with particular attention to the lived,
imaginative, and inner experiences of the main characters. The findings indicate
that shelter spaces in Zeina are not merely physical locations; rather, they
function as mental, emotional, and imaginative spaces with protective and
supportive roles. By temporarily suspending the pressures of the external world,
these spaces make possible a short-lived experience of freedom, primarily at the
level of imagination. The nest and the shell represent spaces of security,
intimacy, and inwardness; the miniature serves as a means of concentration and
compression of meaning; and circularity signifies a return to the center of
experience and inner coherence. Together, these spatial forms play a crucial role
in shaping the characters’ experience of freedom. The study concludes that
freedom in this novel is neither absolute nor social in nature, but a
phenomenological experience emerging from poetic dwelling in space.

Cite this article: Sadeghi, Sh.; Beigi, MR. (2026). Phenomenology of Shelter Space and the Experience of Freedom in
Nawal El Saadawi’s Zeina: Based on Gaston Bachelard’s Poetics of Space. Comparative Critical Studies
in Arabic Literature, 1 (2), 103-118.
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Mikhail Bakhtin, a Russian theorist, is one of the most prominent contemporary
literary critics. With his theory of dialogicity in texts, he paved the way for
proposing categories in criticism, such as metalinguistic and metatextual
relations, and especially social metatexts. He divided narrative texts into two
categories: monophonic and polyphonic. In monophonic texts, the discursive
dominance of one dominant character blocks the way for multi-sided dialogue.
Whereas in polyphonic narratives, the characters in the text have an equal
opportunity to express their views. Shahrzad is the name of a play by the
Egyptian writer Tawfiq al-Hakim, in which the author presents some social
issues of today's world, borrowing from the ancient heritage of Iranian literature.
This play features numerous characters, each of whom narrates an aspect of the
discourse of social classes. This research is a descriptive-analytical method,
based on Bakhtin's theory of dialogism, to study the paradigm governing the
dialogues within this narrative in order to answer the questions: How has Toufiq
al-Hakim attempted to provide the opportunity for multiple voices in his dramatic
narrative to create a world that is consistent with the outside world? Also, in what
ways can the polyphonic appearance that dominates this narrative be explained?
The overall results indicate that the two super-characters, Shahriar and Shahrzad,
in Shahrzad's narrative, are in a two-way confrontation, the main basis for the
philosophical question of the text, but the other characters in the story, along with
these two, have also found the opportunity to dialogue to create a world that is
consistent with external reality.

Cite this article: Zinivand, T.; Karimi, F. (2026). A study of the components of dialogue in the play "Shahrazad" by Tofigh
al-Hakim based on Mikhail Bakhtin's theory. Comparative Critical Studies in Arabic Literature, 1 (2),

119-133.
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Egyptian society during the period of British domination and the people’s
struggle for independence. As a realist novel, it reflects the social realities of
Egypt and can be examined through the perspective of Georg Lukacs Hungarian
theorist. Lukacs believes that literature is closely connected to society and that
writers, as members of society, cannot separate themselves from the social
realities surrounding them. From this perspective, the sociology of literature
attempts to explore the association between literary works and the social
conditions from which they emerge. This study seeks to analyze the
representation of Egyptian society in Mahfouz’s novel within the framework of
Lukécs’s theory. Using a descriptive-analytical method, the research examines
how the novel depicts major social issues such as poverty, superstition, suffering,
and the transition from tradition to modernity. The findings suggest that Mahfouz
successfully reflects the social and historical realities of Egypt through the events
of the novel and the experiences of its characters. In addition, the characters’
conversations, viewpoints, and judgments further highlight the social problems
of the period and provide readers with a clearer understanding of Egyptian
society at that time.
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Lexical cohesion is established through semantic links among words, sentences,
and their components, and it plays an essential role in enhancing the reader’s
comprehension of the content. Persian and Arabic poets have also employed
cohesive devices to convey the concepts of resistance with greater precision.
Among them, Muhammad al Eid Al Khalifa, the Algerian poet (1904-1979), and
Qeysar Aminpur, the Iranian poet (1959-2007), are two prominent figures in
resistance literature. By using cohesive devices in their works, they have
succeeded in creating purposeful connections among textual elements
connections that facilitate the transmission of meanings and contribute to the
formation of a coherent text. This article, adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach and based on Halliday and Hasan’s theory, examines lexical cohesion
in the odes of these two poets and compares the similarities and differences
between them at the level of cohesion and resistance-related themes. The
findings indicate that the common aim of both poets is to convey the message of
resistance and steadfastness against oppression and aggression, and that lexical
cohesion serves as an instrument in delivering this message. Among the lexical
devices, semantic contrast has the highest frequency. Qeysar Aminpur tends to
employ symbols and implicit expressions in presenting contrasting concepts,
whereas Muhammad al Eid Al Khalifa articulates them directly in a simple and
unembellished style.
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Coherence is one of the aesthetic elements of a literary text that makes the
meaning of the text clearer, while the meaning of the text would be ambiguous
without it. This study analyzes the textual coherence of Letter 31 of Nahj al-
Balagha, the will of Imam Ali (AS) to Imam Hassan (AS), based on the theory
of textual coherence of Michael Halliday and Rugayyah Hassan. Due to its
eloguence, rhetoric, and semantic depth, Letter 31 is an outstanding example of
classical Arabic prose, and examining its textual coherence can reveal the link
between linguistic structure and aesthetics. The lack of comprehensive analyses
of the role of cohesive devices in the emotional impact of this text highlights the
necessity of the present study. The textual coherence analysis of this letter
provides a deeper understanding of the literary and religious value of Nahj al-
Balagha and demonstrates the effectiveness of Halliday and Hassan's theory in
classical Arabic texts. The research method is qualitative content analysis with a
descriptive-analytical approach. The findings show that grammatical coherence
through personal references such as the pronoun "you", deletions such as the
deletion of the implied subject "heart", and substitutions such as "grandfather"
instead of "truth™ create brevity and rhythm and contribute to the eloguence of
the text. Lexical coherence through the repetition of words such as "heart" and
"al-Akhira", the synonymy of "ham" and "sadness", the contrast of "world" and
"hereafter”, and the unity of words and the observance of the like, strengthens
the meaning and emphasizes the moral-philosophical themes. Textual coherence,
established through connectives such as 's' (and), ‘G4 (for indeed/verily), and "Y'
(not/no), ensures a logical and persuasive flow. These devices, along with literary
devices such as metaphor and contrast, have enhanced the aesthetics and
emotional impact of the text and turned it into a multilayered work.

Cite this article: Arefi. A.; Karimpour Kasin, R. (2026). Textual Coherence in Letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha according to
the theory of Michael Halliday and Rugayyah Hassan. Comparative Critical Studies in Arabic
Literature, 1 (2), 165-179.
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This dissertation analyzes and compares the storytelling techniques in the novels
Minutes in the Last Dimension by Balmani Basma (published in 2023) and
Siavash by Farzan Parsafard (published in 2016). In the first novel, the author
has presented a multi-layered and complex story by utilizing modern methods in
narrative and paying attention to key elements such as time and place. He creates
a literary world using techniques such as polyphony, nonlineartemporal shifts,
and internal and external focalization. In contrast, the novel Siavash depicts
narrative techniques from a social perspective, in the context of interpersonal
relationships, failed love, migration, and loss. With simple but emotional
language and relying on dialogue writing and nonlinear narration, the author has
been able to create an intimate and tangible space for the audience. Techniques
such as parallel narration, emotional reminiscence, and the use of various points
of view have been effective in explaining the emotional layers of the novels in
question. This thesis also attempts to analyze the content of the novels from the
perspective of style and narrative perspective based on the approach of American
comparative literature. The research method is descriptive-analytical which
examines various semantic layers. The results show that these works, despite
their stylistic and linguistic differences, are a reflection of the identity crisis in
the contemporary world.
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