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Modernity is a historical phenomenon whose effects and consequences have
appeared in all aspects of human life. This emerging phenomenon was a
contribution from Western civilization and society to the world, which in most
societies affected traditional society with exemplary power and showed its real
power. Sociological criticism is one of the methods of criticizing and studying
literary works, in which the content of the work and its relationship with society
are examined. This criticism uses the theories of thinkers such as Lukécs,
Goldman, Giddens, etc. Despite the fact that Giddens believes in the soft
durability of traditional society against the onslaught of modernity, the famous
Egyptian novelist Naguib Mahfouz, in his novel "The Day of the Assassination
of the Leader", speaks of conditions in Egyptian society in which modernity has
reached a significant degree of stability and durability in most institutions of
society. The aim of this research is to examine the manifestations of modernity
in the story in this novel by Naguib Mahfouz from a sociological perspective
using a descriptive-analytical method. The results of this study show that the
Egyptian society depicted in this novel has completely surrendered to modernity
in terms of society, politics, and economics, and the only place where no visible
effect of modernity can be seen is Egyptian culture (beliefs). In this novel, all the
characters in the story, except for the father of the tyrant Suleiman Mubarak,
believe in the religious and ideological concepts of traditional Egyptian society,
and no character can be found in the story who systematically attacks traditional
beliefs and beliefs, criticizes them, and replaces them with modern beliefs.
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Introduction

Modernity in Europe started from the Renaissance period and was proven with the political revolutions
of the West, philosophical enlightenment and significant scientific discoveries in various fields, which
seriously changed and transformed the face of human life.

Copernicus's revolutionary theory about the centrality of the sun, the emergence of the steam industry,
the development of physics by the likes of Newton, Freud's theory about the conscious and unconscious
of man, Charles Darwin's theory of evolution and the political revolutions of the western world all joined
hands to rob the heavens of holiness and They gave the city to man and created an era that is interpreted

as modernity.

However, modernity in eastern societies, including Iran and Arab societies like Egypt, went through a
special and sometimes similar process, which, like Europe, started from the criticism of social disorders
and superstitions, and its scope extended to the institution of religion and politics. Egypt, as the bearer
of modernity among Arab societies, touched the modernity with the attack of Napoleon Bonaparte, and
this confrontation with modernity showed its works in various fields such as literature, politics, society,
etc., and easily in the style of writing texts, the popularity and concern of literary works and the
emergence of new literary genres in Egyptian society such as plays and novels led to the imitation of
Western society.

The literature of a nation is the expressive language of that nation, which is responsible for expressing
and explaining their conditions, and by examining the literary works of a society, one can understand
its social conditions, whether at the time the work was written, or after and before that. Sociology of
literature is an interdisciplinary study that uses the findings of literature and sociology and examines

literary works according to the theories of sociologists.

This research seeks to answer the following questions with a sociological reading:

1. What effects of modernity did the author of the story deal with in the work?

2. Which of the sections and institutions of the society in the novel are most affected by modernity?

3. To what extent has modernity influenced the society in the novel?

Methodology

The present study seeks to discover and explain the topic and the research problem based on the
descriptive-analytical method and examines the said story from a sociological perspective relying on the
theories of Anthony Giddens. In this research, the dimensions and effects of modernity have been
investigated in four sectors: culture (beliefs), society, economy and politics. The collection of

information and research data has also been done through library sources and reliable websites.
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Results and Discussion

Modernity was the era when mankind overcame its fears of natural disasters and its unknowns, removed
superstitions from science, launched revolutions for its rights and freedom, and tore its chains of slavery
from both the church and the agricultural fields. Voting rights and equality became their vital rights.
The separation of religion from the state, aversion to religion, the formation of the state of nations,
democracy and democracy, emphasis on instrumental reason and the demand for individual freedoms

were prominent features of the modern era.

There are disagreements about the starting point of modernity developments, in such a way that some
thinkers believe that it started in the 15th century and the conquest of Istanbul by the Ottoman Sultan
Muhammad Fatih, and some say that the beginning of these developments is in the late 19th century and

early 20th century.

According to Giddens, the way of living in the modern world is more defined by two images, which
Giddens does not consider both of them to be a perfect image, and he discusses another image called
"uncontrollable wheel" which is like an uncontrollable machine that has great power and man is able to
ride. It is to take from it, but any of it may be out of human control.

Modernity brought many positive and negative consequences for human society. Abuse of these
consequences left destructive and destructive effects on human societies. The occurrence of the first and
second world wars, countless killings, destruction, displacement of people, etc. are the results of the

misuse of this phenomenon.

This story is an epic, social, economic, political and psychological story in which the author has depicted
the concerns of the contemporary young generation in the form of the characters of Alwan Fawaz

Mohtashmi and Rande Suleiman.

Conclusion

In this novel, Mahfouz talks about the conditions in the Egyptian society that modernity has reached a
significant degree of proof and durability in most of the society's institutions, and our analysis also
shows that the Egyptian society in the novel is completely committed to modernity in terms of society,
politics and economy and the only place where you can't see a visible effect of modernity is the Egyptian

culture (beliefs).
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Since the 1960s, narratology has emerged as a significant branch of literary
studies, focusing on analyzing narrative mechanisms and the production of
meaning in literary texts. Within this field, Roland Barthes' theory, introducing
the five codes, provides a systematic tool for analyzing the internal structures of
narrative and the processes of meaning-making. Despite the widespread
application of this theory in Western literary criticism, a systematic examination
of prominent works of Arabic literature—particularly Ahlam Mosteghanemi's
novel The Body's Memory from an interdisciplinary perspective—can contribute
to the expansion of structuralist criticism in contemporary Arabic literature. The
present study aims to move beyond a descriptive summary of the novel's content
and provide an in-depth analysis of how meaning is constructed within it. The
research method is analytical-descriptive, and the statistical population is the
complete text of the novel The Body's Memory. The findings indicate that the
hermeneutic and proairetic codes are the main drivers of dynamism and suspense
in the narrative. By posing sequential enigmas and delaying the revelation of
meaning, they engage the reader's mind in the process of discovery. On the other
hand, the symbolic and cultural codes, relying on dichotomies such as tradition
vs. modernity, love vs. hatred, and resistance vs. compromise, facilitate the
representation of the crisis of individual and collective identity in post-
revolutionary Algeria within this Arabic literary work. Ultimately, by employing
linguistic techniques aligned with Barthes' codes, Mosteghanemi successfully
creates a multi-layered and meaning-driven narrative in which history, love, and
identity are reflected in a metaphorical and intertwined manner.
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Arabic Literature, 1 (1), 19-35.
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1. Introduction

Narrative, as one of the most fundamental methods of transmitting human experiences, is rooted in the
history of thought. The etymology of this concept shows that the word 'narrative' is derived from the
Latin term 'Narrara' and the Greek word 'Gnarus,' denoting knowledge and awareness (Ahmadi, 2009:
176). Among the various definitions provided for narrative, Michael J. Tolan offers a simple yet
comprehensive one: "Narrative is a predetermined sequence of events linked together non-randomly"
(Barthes, 2008: 20). Roland Gérard Barthes, the prominent theorist, sees narrative present across a wide
spectrum of cultural manifestations, from myths and legends to history and comic strips. According to
him, narrative consists of two main parts: the "story" (histoire), which comprises a logical sequence of
events, and the "text" (texte), which is the medium for expressing this story (Barthes, 1970: 6). This
duality enables the narrative to be presented in various genres. Since the 1960s, narratology has emerged
as a significant branch of literary studies. This field examines narrative techniques and structures in texts
and defines narrative as an account of real or imaginary events organized in an artistic form (Bowman,
2000: 3).

Research Questions: 1. How do Roland Barthes' hermeneutic and proairetic codes create narrative
dynamism and suspense in Ahlam Mosteghenemi's novel "The Body's Memory "Thakirat al-Jasad?

2. What is the role of the symbolic and cultural codes in representing the individual and collective
identity of the characters in the novel "The Body's Memory "Thakirat al-Jasad?

2. Theoretical foundations of research

Codes are defined as semiotic systems that produce meaningful messages by employing a set of signs
and the rules governing their combination. In fact, they form a framework within which the text derives
its meaning (Chandler, 2008: 221). The prominent theorist Roland Barthes argues that every text is
composed of five codes, and through these codes, all important aspects of the text can be examined
(Ibid: 221). His analytical process involved three main stages: analyzing the book's title from semantic
and generic perspectives, examining the story's opening sentence and the codes present within it, and
finally, analyzing other textual units (Scholes, 2014: 74). Barthes's theory comprises the following
components: the proairetic code (action code) - the hermeneutic code (enigma code) - the semic code
(connotative code) - the symbolic code - the cultural code (referential code).

3. Methodology

This article attempts to analyze this novel based on the five aforementioned codes, relying on Roland
Barthes' structural narratology theory and using an analytical-descriptive method.

4. Results

Roland Barthes' hermeneutic and proairetic codes in Ahlam Mosteghanemi's novel *The Body's
Memory (Dhakirat al-Jasad) are fundamental elements in creating suspense, curiosity, and narrative
dynamism. By raising successive questions about the characters' identities, Khaled's past, his
relationship with Ahlam, and other enigmatic issues, the author engages the reader's mind with puzzles
whose answers are gradually revealed throughout the narrative. The novel's title, "The Body's Memory,"
is itself an enigma, the meaning and referent of which take shape through the narrator's memories and
confessions. By employing this code, along with delaying the disclosure of information and utilizing
techniques like internal monologue and stream of consciousness, the author involves the reader in the
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process of meaning-making. Alongside this, the proairetic code, based on Todorov's five-stage model,
guides the narrative structure from an initial equilibrium (Khaled's solitude in Paris) to crisis (love and
jealousy) and then to a new equilibrium (a return to isolation). This cyclical movement not only ensures
the story's coherence but also reveals the psychological depth of the characters. Consequently, the
hermeneutic and proairetic codes have enabled Mosteghanemi to create a multi-layered novel in which
each narrative knot builds a bridge between past and present, love and loss, and each question opens a
new horizon of meaning. The symbolic and cultural codes in The Body's Memory play a significant role
in representing the crisis of individual and collective identity, providing a framework for attributing
meaning to the historical and emotional experiences of the Algerian nation. Mosteghanemi utilizes
contrasts such as tradition and modernity, resistance and compromise, love and hatred, East and West to
illustrate the internal duality of the character Khaled and the post-revolution society.
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This research, within the framework of the French school of comparative
literature and focusing on the "analysis of the image of a land in the
literature of other nations," examines the scholarly and cultural
representation of Khorasan in the first volume of the historical
encyclopedia Wafayat al-A yan (Deaths of Eminent Men) by Ibn
Khallikan. This work, compiled in 7th-century Hijri Egypt, serves as a
treasury of biographies of prominent figures in the Islamic world from the
early Islamic period up to the author's time. It contains valuable
geographical, historical, and civilizational information about various
cities and regions, including Greater Khorasan.Adopting a descriptive-
analytical method and after delineating the historical and geographical
boundaries of Khorasan, the present study examines the first volume of
this book to extract and analyze the constructed image of Khorasan as a
living and influential civilizational hub. This investigation reveals how,
through the biographies of Khorasani scholars, literati, and sages, a
complex network of scientific centers, schools, cities, and intellectual
currents of this land is delineated, indicating Khorasan's unparalleled
position in the production and dissemination of science and culture across
the Islamic world. The findings of the research indicate that Ibn
Khallikan's Wafayat al-A yan, particularly in its first volume, by focusing
on Khorasani personalities, presents a rich image of Greater Khorasan as
a scientific, literary, and economic pole within Iranian-Islamic
civilization. By mentioning historical-geographical details such as the
etymologies of city names, their founders, and their alternative names, the
author highlights this land's central role in nurturing scholars and its
complex urban network. This work introduces Khorasan on the eve of the
Mongol invasion as an advanced "super-urban civilization" with a
composite cultural identity and a flourishing economy.
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