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Article Info ABSTRACT
; ) The novel "She does not die alone™ by Saad Jirjis Saeed is a prominent example
Article type: ; . . :
) of Arab resistance literature; emerging against the backdrop of war and
Research Article occupation in 2024, it encapsulates layers of collective experience, anxiety, and
the unconscious psyche of contemporary humanity. Adopting a psychoanalytic
Article history: approach grounded in Freudian theory, this study analyzes the symbols of

resistance within the novel to demonstrate how the author’s mind—at an
unconscious level—has structured the concepts of resistance, death, and
Received in revised form: liberation through symbolic encoding. The research employs a qualitative, text-

13/072026 based analytical method, examining the functions of key symbols—such as the
Tigris River, woman, soil, flame, and bird—within the novel’s semantic network.
Research findings indicate that the selection and arrangement of these symbols
Published online: 22/05/2026  stem from the interplay of the author’s collective and individual unconscious in
the face of the fear of death and disintegration. These symbols are not merely
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Keywords: conscious reflections of social resistance but also manifestations of an
Resistance, Freudian unconscious drive for survival and life. In this context, the Tigris River—as a
unconscious, literary maternal symbol—and the female figure—as a revitalizing element—steer the
psychoanalysis, Sa'd Jirjis, She ~ novel’s psychological structure toward a balance between "Thanatos" (the death
Alone Does Not Die. instinct) and "Eros" (the life instinct). Thus, the novel transcends the level of

historical narrative, evolving into an expression of the human psyche’s internal
resistance against annihilation.
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